
DEWINTON
AUGUST 2017 DELIVERED MONTHLY TO 3,600 HOUSEHOLDS

BRINGING DE WINTON RESIDENTS TOGETHER

yo
ur



D E  W I N TO N   I   August 2017    3

CONTENTS

5 SAVE THE DATE

7 RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES: 
 5 SPELLING TIPS FOR SUMMER 

8  NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE DCA

9 MY BABYSITTER LIST 

10  DEWINTON IN PICTURES

12 REAL ESTATE COUNCIL OF ALBERTA: 
 ASK CHARLES

15 SAFE & SOUND: BACKYARD PLAY SAFETY

16  RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES: 
 DOGS, YELLOW SPOTS, AND LAWNS

17 HOME GARDENING WITH BARBARA: 
 SPRING FLOWERING BULBS

1710

167

To the folks in “Foothills” division 5,

Thank you for your enthusiastic calls 
confirming that I should run for my seventh 
term, as did Revee Roy McLean, before 
me. Your votes will ensure that you have 
the most dedicated and experienced voice 
protecting your property values and quality 
of life for the next few years. 

- Ron Chase
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YOUR DE WINTON
Box 111 De Winton, AB, T0L 0X0
Phone: (403) 938-2525
dwca@platinum.ca  • www.dewintonca.com

Delivered monthly to 3,600 households and businesses 
for 12 years!

Advertising Opportunities
403-263-3044   |   sales@great-news.ca
 
Editorial Submissions
news@great-news.ca
 
All advertisements and editorial submissions 
must be submitted by the 1st of the month 
for the following month’s publication.
 
Published by Great News Publishing
Serving Calgary communities for 28 years
87 newsletters reaching over 391,000 households 
in Calgary and surrounding areas.
 
#34-4550 112 Ave SE
Calgary, AB
T2C 2K2
 
Check out our website:
www.great-news.ca

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission 
reflect those of the author and should not be considered to reflect those 
of Great News Publishing.
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to be accurate, 
but is not warranted to be so.
Great News Publishing does not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any advertisements should 
not be considered an endorsement of any goods or services.

CALLING LOCAL 
PHOTOGRAPHERS
SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS FOR A 
CHANCE TO BE PUBLISHED IN 

THE NEXT EDITION OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER

Please submit your best captioned photos 
with your name for the photo credit and 
mention what community you’re from. 

Send to news@great-news.ca. 
If you’d like to see your work on our social 
media channels—Twitter and Facebook— 

submit your social media information as well.

 
 

       

Full Service Landscape Company specializing in: 

Tree pruning • Shaping • Trimming  
Tree removal • Tree Health Assessments

Quality from

Start to Finish

Don MacDonald, Arborist
Over 45 years’ experience

403-371-7847 • 403-273-7957
www.ornamentallandscape.ca

Onsite ISA Certified 
Arborists at every job

FREE ESTIMATES!

CALGARY SERVICES LTD

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.
PROVEN RESULTS.

ON-SITE ULTRA SONIC BLIND CLEANING
REMOVES: Dust and Dirt, Water Stains, Food Stains, Bacteria and other Allergens
Venetian, Faux and Real Wood, Roller, Honeycomb, Vertical, and Horizontal Blinds!

Contact us TODAY for a FREE quote!
403-619-9156
rbcalgaryservices@gmail.com
www.rbcalgaryservices.ca

Window & Gutter Cleaning | Pressure Washing | Concrete Repairs and Sealing

Save the Date
October 13-15
10 x 10 Art Show featuring Local Artisans

November 18 
De Winton Christmas Craft Fair
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De Winton 
Community Association
Board of Directors 2016-2017 

President Sherry Shoults

 dwca@platinum.ca

Vice President Norman Beswick

Secretary John Thorpe

Treasurer Judy Stasiuk

Past President Dusty Dancer

Director Amanda Gotmy

Director Sue Lake

Director Chelsea McLeod

Director Shirle Ternan

Representatives (non-voting)

Facility Manager Greg Davenport

 dwca@platinum.ca

De Winton Community Preschool Dena Morey

 Natalie Phillips

 DewintonCommunityPreschool@gmail.com

A full-service law firm providing service in the following areas:

 Litigation Family Law
 Wills and Estates Real Estate
 Corporate and Commerical Law Personal Injury

Located in South Calgary - Easy Access - Free Parking
11650 Elbow Dr. SW, Calgary, Alberta, T2W 1S8

(403) 271-3221
info@thornsmeltz.com
www.thornsmeltz.com

With Self Directed Learning, the students make choices about how 
they learn best: the teacher’s role is to hold them accountable for 
those choices. The choice is never not to work, the choice is how the 
student wants to work.

Summit West Independent School offers an individualized self-directed 
learning approach for tomorrow’s leaders that nurtures lifelong 
learning, engaged thinkers and ethical citizens within a 
spirit of entrepreneurialism.

Offering programs from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12, Alberta 
Curriculum. Now accepting inquiries and applications.

Contact Admissions at 587-885-2343 to book a tour today!

587-885-2343
summitwestschool.ca

REGISTRATION SPECIAL
Full Day Kindergarten - Grades 1-3

Contact info@summitwestschool.ca and mention
“SWISKIDS” before Sept. 30 to receive this special deal.

“Teaching HOW to think, not WHAT to think”

ALAN ALGER
Candidate for Division 5 Councillor 

www.alanalger.com • alan@alanalger.com
403-899-9345

Shawnessy Plaza Dental Clinic

Dr. Roman Koutsil
“We don’t sell dentistry — we give  

people a lifetime of smiles with 
natural-looking teeth!”

LOCATION
647 Shawcliffe Gate SW Calgary, AB T2Y 1W1 

403-254-1124 
info@smilesareus.ca | smilesareus.ca 

RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES

5 Spelling Tips for Summer
Summer’s for slowing down, but not for shutting down! 
We want to keep our kids sharp, ready, and excited for 
the new school year. Here are � ve spelling tips you can 
do with your kids to improve their spelling skills this 
summer. Remember, all language arts skills – reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking – are related. When 
you read, write, speak, and listen with your child, you’re 
strengthening those spelling skills. Try incorporating 
these � ve great spelling game ideas into your child’s 
summer routine and watch their spelling skills improve 
by leaps and bounds!
1. Do a scavenger hunt. Find items that begin with a 

certain letter. First to � nd ten items wins an extra ten 
minutes of bedtime story reading. Bedtime reading 
is precious.

2. Be an artist. With your children, draw or cut out pic-
tures of people, items, and events that start with a cer-
tain letter. Be creative and exaggerated for emphasis 
and vocabulary-building. “F is for � reworks, � shing, 
frolicking, fast footraces, freedom, fresh fruit, family, 
friends, and � elds full of � awless � owers.” Exhibit these 
pictures for the whole family to appreciate.

3. Play word games in the car. Kids really don’t need to 
be in front of a screen all the time. For each � ve min-
utes on a ride, spot as many items as you can that be-
gin with a certain letter. Make a list. After � ve minutes, 
change the letter.

4. Keep a summer journal. Writing helps spelling like no 
other activity.

5. Have a pen pal. Kids love getting mail. Snail mail is 
more fun than email, and it gives your children some-
thing to look forward to!

Remember, summer is the perfect time to relax, but it’s 
also important to keep your kids on track. There is no 
reason to be bored this summer when there are endless, 
fun and educational spelling activities. Enjoy!
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DR. GARY HARRISON, D.D.S.

DR. LUKE SZOTT, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

For Appointments
Please Phone

403 256-2727
• Convenient Hours
• Free Consultations

• New Patients Welcome
• All Facets of General Dentistry
 Office Hours:
  Monday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
  Tuesday 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
  Wednesday 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
  Thursday 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
  Friday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
  Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Shawnessy Village Shopping Centre
134 - 70 SHAWVILLE BLVD. S.E.  T2Y 2Z3

DR. JENNIFER SCOTT & ASSOCIATES
403 254-9698

35 Sunmills Drive SE
www.sundanceanimalhospital.com

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 8-6
Tues 8-8   Sat 9-1

Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, Acupuncture, and Chiropractic

START THE SCHOOL 
YEAR STRONG! 

Call Us Today & Receive a FREE        
Comprehensive Assessment, FREE   

Registration AND 1st Month’s Tuition 
HALF OFF!!*   

403-777-4974                              
*This ad must be presented at the centre for the offer to 

be valid. 

Quilting 
Our dedicated Q Bee Quilting group is a wonderful group 
of ladies who welcome anyone joining them with what-
ever project you have on hand; valuable suggestions and 
help also available. They assemble every Wednesday at 
9:30 am. Contact Ruth Olson at 403-938-2241.

DCA Member Bene� ts
Members of the De Winton Community Association are 
eligible for special discounts of 20% o�  on Hall Rentals. 
If you or your company would like to host a party at the 
De Winton Community Hall please contact Facility Man-
ager Greg Davenport at 403-938-2525.

Fitness Stretching
Mondays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm. Thursdays 9:30 am - 11 am

Book Club
The Third Thursday Book Club runs from September to 
June. We meet every third Thursday of the month at 
11:00 at the DeWinton Community Hall for a lively dis-
cussion on the book of the month. Co� ee and tea are 
served. New members or drop-ins are always welcome 
to attend. For details, a list of our books and dates please 
phone the DeWinton Hall at (403) 938-2525.

NEWS & NOTES FROM THE DCA
Bridge 
Tuesday evenings at 7:30p.m. They always welcome new 
members of all levels of bridge playing ability. I believe 
you will enjoy the company and laughter that goes with 
it. Contact Trudy Vangilst at 403-938-3436.

Fitness with Maya
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm
Instructor: Maya Cerrutti maya.cerutti@gmail.com

De Winton Pre School
The DeWinton Community Preschool is currently taking 
registrations for the upcoming school year! Our school 
o� ers access to our community gymnasium as well as 
outdoor play at our playground and a large � eld for na-
ture and exploration hikes when the weather permits! 
We also have our students participate in free play, let-
ter recognition, crafting, weather recognition, singing 
and writing, as well as a focus on a variety of themes 
throughout the year. To register or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact the preschool by email at dewin-
toncommunitypreschool@gmail.com or visit our web-
site at www.dewintoncommunitypreschool.com.

De Winton

Calling All PARENTS
Visit mybabysitter.ca and 
fi nd available babysitters in 
and around your community.

Calling All BABYSITTERS
Enroll free at mybabysitter.ca and 
choose the Calgary communities 
you would like to babysit in.

Disclaimer: We recommend for your own peace of mind that references be checked 
when choosing your babysitter. This babysitter list is provided as a service to the 
community and is governed by the terms & conditions outlined at mybabysitter.ca.

Name Age Contact Course

Abrianna 13 403-830-0117 Yes

Brielle 17 587-436-8121 No

Brooke 15 403-617-4011 Yes

Luke 14 403-891-1346 Yes

Mackenzie 15 403-998-0955 Yes

Sanae 16 403-470-7968 Yes

Sophia 13 403-938-4955 Yes

2 6 5 3

3 4 7 6

8 1 2

6 9 1

8 4 1 2

5 1 3

6 5 9

7 5 6 9

3 1 7 5

FIND SOLUTION ON PAGE 17
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View of Cottonwood Golf Course 5:30 
am sunrise. 
Photo taken by Pat Harburn

Nature’s Beauty. 
Photo by Pat Donnelly, Cimarron, Okotoks

Top of the hill at Cottonwood Golf  
and Country Club. Photo by Pat Harburn
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403.256.7500 
sungreen@sungreen.net 

Landscape Design & Construction

Visit our website: www.sungreen.net   

FREE
LANDSCAPE

CONSULTATION
AND DESIGN

Sungreen Landscaping Inc. is a full service landscaping company handling all  
aspects of a job from design through construction. Backed by 25 years of experience.

• Retaining Walls
• Ponds
• Brick Patios

• Decks
• Fences
• Planting Beds

• Sod
• Trees
• Shrubs

• Wood Work
• Irrigation

De Winton

Name Age Contact Course

Abrianna 13 403-830-0117 Yes

Brielle 16 587-436-8121 No

Brooke 15 403-617-4011 Yes

Luke 14 403-891-1346 Yes

Mackenzie 14 403-998-0955 Yes

Sanae 16 403-470-7968 Yes

Sophia 13 403-938-4955 Yes

Calling All PARENTS
Visit mybabysitter.ca and 
fi nd available babysitters in 
and around your community.

Calling All BABYSITTERS
Enroll free at mybabysitter.ca and 
choose the Calgary communities 
you would like to babysit in.

Disclaimer: We recommend for your own peace of mind that references be checked 
when choosing your babysitter. This babysitter list is provided as a service to the 
community and is governed by the terms & conditions outlined at mybabysitter.ca.

Contact in confidence (fees paid by client) 
info@divinematchmaking.com 

divinematchmaking.com | 403-456-4870

Eligible Entrepreneur

Our 6’1, fit and handsome 
bachelor is a catch. Driven, well 

educated and down-to-earth, 
this dynamic, well traveled and 
successful entrepreneur enjoys 

life with a very flexible schedule.

He loves outdoor sporting 
activities, staying fit, and spending 

time with family and friends.

He is looking for a very pretty, slim, 
feminine, smart, 5’5”+, activity 

loving lady (age 28-38) who wants 
to build a family. 

Ask Charles

REAL ESTATE COUNCIL OF ALBERTA

I’m selling my house, and the listing agreement 
says I have to pay my real estate agent 
commissions if my place sells after the agreement 
ends. Is that legal?

It sounds like you’re referring to the “holdover” clause, 
which is found in most residential listing agreements 
(seller representation agreements) in Alberta. And yes, 
holdover clauses are legal.

A holdover clause permits your real estate brokerage to 
collect its fee or commission from you if you enter into 
a purchase contract with a buyer within a speci� c num-
ber of days after your listing agreement ends and that 
buyer was introduced to your property during the term 
of the listing agreement. The length of the holdover 
period is negotiable between you and your real estate 
professional. 

When a real estate professional lists your home, your 
listing agreement sets out that you will pay your broker-
age in the event your home sells. 

Imagine you have a 90-day listing agreement. On day 
88, your real estate professional arranged for a show-
ing of your home to a buyer. The buyer liked it, but had 
to think about it for a few days. On day 91, the buyer 
decides they want to buy your home. That buyer only 
knew about your home being for sale because of the 
listing you had on it with your real estate professional.

Assume you didn’t extend your listing agreement, on 
day 91, your home is no longer o�  cially for sale but you 
still want to sell. The buyer that viewed your home on 

day 88 writes on O� er to Purchase for your home, and 
you accept their o� er. 

Now the holdover clause kicks in.

Because you’re selling your home to a buyer who was 
introduced to it during the term of your listing agree-
ment, the holdover clause requires you to pay your real 
estate brokerage the commission you agreed to in your 
listing agreement.

Your real estate professional did what they set out to do 
– they sold your home for a price with which you were 
happy. They deserve, and have every right, to be paid 
for their work.

The holdover clause also protects a real estate broker-
age’s commission in the unlikely event a buyer and sell-
er want to work together to get a deal done, but they 
wait until just after the listing agreement ends merely so 
they don’t have to pay commission. If in such a case the 
buyer was introduced to the seller’s property during the 
term of the listing, the real estate professional deserves 
to be compensated for their work. Side deals between 
a seller and that buyer shouldn’t a� ect the ability of the 
seller’s real estate brokerage to collect its commission.

“Ask Charles” is a monthly question and answer column by 
Charles Stevenson, Director of Professional Standards with 
the Real Estate Council of Alberta (RECA), www.reca.ca. RECA 
is the independent, non-government agency responsible for 
the regulation of Alberta’s real estate industry. We license, 
govern, and set the standards of practice for all real estate, 
mortgage brokerage, and real estate appraisal professionals 
in Alberta. To submit a question, email askcharles@reca.ca.
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For business classi� ed ad rates call 
Great News Publishing at  403-263-3044 
or sales@great-news.ca

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
NEPTUNE PLUMBING & HEATING LTD: Quali� ed 
journeymen plumbers/gas� tters, very experienced in 
DeWinton area. Upfront pricing. Reliable, conscientious, 
fully guaranteed. Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 24 hour 
emergency service call 403-255-7938. “Showering you 
with great service.”

ALPHA PLUMBING LTD. Boiler system, furnace and gas 
� tting specialist putting customer service � rst! Jour-
neyman certi� cation, insured and BBB accredited, we 
are eager to show you how our skillset and honest ap-
proach leave our customers happy! Call Dan 403-589-
7843, email dan@alpha-plumbing.ca, or visit us online 
www.alpha-plumbing.ca. 

AFFORDABLE DENTAL CARE: Cut through the noise. 
Message received loud and clear from Albertans. We fol-
low all dental insurance fees. No extra billing, no surpris-
es, no � u� , no frills. All dental plans accepted OAC direct 
billing. Everyone welcome. Visit calgarydentalcenters.
com. Call today 403-272-7272 or 403-287-6453. Thank 
you all!

HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Clinicair is the lead-
ing provider of Indoor Air Quality and Medical Grade 
Duct Cleaning services in Canada. We are looking for 
a dealer in Calgary to represent our growing company. 
We o� er a royalty free business. Clinicair supplies you 
with the latest technology, and training. Call Craig: 
1-416-277-6067.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Media-
tion Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no cost mediation and 
con� ict coaching service that can help you resolve 
problems and restore peace! We help neighbours be 
neighbours again! www.communitymediation.ca, 403-
269-2707.

FALL BOOTCAMP: Sign up now! Outdoor (weather 
permitting). Davisburg Community Hall. Sept 12-Nov 
2, 2017. Tues/Thurs 9:15-10:15 am. Focusing on speed, 
strength, agility, and power. Workouts are suited to all 
levels of ability. You can join at any time. All kids wel-
come (toys provided). Janelle 403-620-8241 � tokotoks@
gmail.com. 

YARD BUSTERS LANDSCAPING: Snow removal 
$129.95. Some conditions. Landscape construc-
tion and yard renovation: stone patios, walks, raised 
beds and rock walls, synthetic grass, sod and trees 
and shrubs, landscape lighting, water features and 
decks and fences and superhero window cleaning. 
Licensed. Insured. Seniors discount. Phone: 403-265-
4769. yardbusterslandscaping.com.

THE GUTTER DOCTOR! We install, � x and clean eaves-
troughs and downspouts. We also install and � x fascia, 
so�  t, drip-edge, siding, roo� ng, cladding. Over 20,000 
happy customers since 2003! Insured and guaranteed 
work with references. We take pride in doing a good job. 
A+ rated BBB Member. 2017 Consumer’s Choice Award 
Winner. www.gutterdoctor.ca 403-714-0711.

911 & ALLERGY ALERT! Do you or someone you know 
su� er from allergies? Personalize your own stylish med-
ic alert or important dates to honour happy/sad mo-
ments, your kid’s initials, “if lost, call my mommy/daddy 
at ###-###-####” tags for your kids with KEEP Collective 
engravables. Call 403-826-4086 or shop keepcollective.
com/with/katrinajackle.

K2 BOOKKEEPING: Are you too busy to keep up with 
your bookkeeping? Experienced bookkeeper now ac-
cepting new clients. Specializing in small to medium 
sized business. Twelve years of experience with Quick-
Books and Simply Accounting, GST, Payroll, WCB Filing, 
T4 Filing, and competitive rates. Phone Katie 403-870-
0737. 

MUSIC FOR LITTLE ONES: Musical Discoveries is for 
children aged 6 months – 5 years. In parented and un-
parented classes our program teaches your little one 
about music. In an age appropriate setting we’ll explore 
through singing, instruments, movement and rhythmic 
activities, crafts and stories. Call Skye today at 403-619-
7063. www.musicaldiscoveries.ca

ELECTRICIAN FOR HIRE: Locally owned and oper-
ated Network Electric Ltd. o� ers full electrical services 
in the DeWinton and surrounding area. Call us for all 

your electrical needs. Service. Integrity. Quality. Visit 
our website at www.networkelectricltd.ca, email us at 
richard@networkelectricltd.ca or call Richard Leaney 
403-651-6630. “Great rates; Great service.”

ROCK’IN LANDSCAPES: O� ers landscape construction 
services such as delivery of any materials (loam, gravel, 
rock, etc.). Bobcat services (grading, post holes, parking 
pads, etc.). Landscape construction (tree/shrub plant-
ing, patios, rock walls, etc.). 25+ years’ experience, infor-
mative, reliable. Call Ken 403-259-5226.

GUITAR TEACHER: All styles and ages, beginner to 
advanced. In my home near Spruce Meadows. Brent 
Saklofske - 35 years’ teaching experience. Classical, 
� nger style, folk, jazz, rock, country, theory, improvi-
sation. Brent is a well-known professional guitarist /
recording artist. 403-606-9649/brentsak@shaw.ca/
www.brentsakmusic.com.

TOP TURF: Lawn care, yard clean up, pressure washing. 
- Call 587-438-0036.

ZANELLA AUTO REPAIR: Dominic and sons Vincent 
and Charlie - in business since 1986. 258082 16 St. 
West DeWinton. Family owned and operated. Most 
makes/models worked on. MC, Visa, American Ex-
press, and Debit. Licensed Out of Province Inspection 
Facility. A member of AMVIC, BBB. Do business where 
you live. Call 403-938-7937 for an appointment. www.
ZanellaAutoRepair.com.

The Municipal District’s administration
o�  ce is located at: 
309 Macleod Trail, Box 5605,
High River AB T1V 1M7

Division 6 Councillor, Larry Spilak
Tel: 403-233-8577
E-mail lspilak@telus.net
Municipal Manager, Harry Riva Cambrin
Tel: 403-652-2341

Backyard Play Safety
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) would like to en-
courage parents and caregivers to ensure their back-
yard play areas are made safe for children. Although 
direct supervision is the best method to reduce the 
chance of injury, ensure your play equipment in your 
yard is in good repair and is suitable for the age and skill 
of the children using it. Check play equipment often; 
replace or repair any worn or broken parts. Set up play 
equipment over top a 9-inch layer of shock-absorbing 
material such as sand, wood chips, or pea gravel which 
extends 6 feet out in all directions from the play area.

Water hazards
• Drowning contributes to unintentional injury-related 

death among children ages one to four;
• Children can drown in just a few centimetres of water if 

it covers their mouth and nose; 
• Ensure all backyard swimming pools are fenced. The 

fence must be at least 1.8 metres (*) high and have 
a self-latching, self-closing, lockable gate. (*Alberta 
Building Code)

Lawn and garden tools
• Keep young children away from outdoor power equip-

ment; 
• Serious burns may result from touching hot engine 

surfaces;
• Ensure that all sharp tools, fuel, chemicals, and other 

hazardous substances are stored in a secure, locked 
area. A simple latch may not be su�  cient.

Insect bites and stings
• Minimize the risk of attracting insects by not wearing 

strong perfumes or scented lotions;
• Avoid wearing brightly coloured clothing outdoors;
• Consider destroying or relocating hives and nests situ-

ated near your home;
• To avoid injury through inadvertently stepping on a 

stinging insect always wear footwear outdoors;
• If your child has received an ‘EpiPen, Junior’ prescrip-

tion from your physician (for anaphylactic reactions 
only) ensure they understand when and how to use it;

• If your child experiences a severe reaction to an in-
sect sting, or other environmental cause, seek medical 
attention, or call 9-1-1.

SAFE & SOUND
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When I sold some of my Labrador puppies I was amused 
by the number of people wanting a male dog, “because 
girl dogs destroy the lawn with those big yellow spots”. 
Well our male dogs have taken out their share of grass, 
as well as some trees and expensive perennials of mine. 
As both an avid gardener and a veterinarian let me 
pass on what meager advice I can give.

Urine contains nitrogen, potassium, and phosphorus, all 
three ingredients of fertilizer. Thus, a urine spot with the 
dead grass is always surrounded by dark green rapidly 
growing grass, too much of a good thing. Urine would 
make a great fertilizer if you could catch it and dilute it 
before spreading it over your lawn. Not me!

The nitrogen content of urine scalds grass more se-
verely than the urine acidity. Nitrogen breaks down to 
ammonia and “burns” the grass. This is the same as over-
fertilizing your lawn. Salinity or salt content of urine 
rises in concentrated urine. Large amounts of nitrogen 

and salt are impossible for the natural bu� ering of the 
soil to overcome and the grass dies.

The urine pH or how acid or alkaline the urine is can 
also kill the grass. This varies with the individual dog’s 
metabolism and diet. Baking soda and commercial 
products available at pet stores and veterinary clinics 
will alkalinize or acidify the normally slightly acid ca-
nine urine. Products include tablets and dog rocks or 
water pucks to put in the pet’s water bowl. These prod-
ucts as a rule are safe in most dogs, but unfortunately 
some may be harmful in individual dogs inclined to 
form stones in their bladders. I have not found a prod-
uct that I think works. Most soils are slightly alkaline 
and can readily withstand the normally slightly acid 
canine urine. Certainly, Calgary’s clay soil tends to be 
alkaline as a rule.

Diluting the urine immediately with large amounts of 
water is e� ective but impractical if your dog is loose 
and alone in the backyard. You can build up the soil’s 
natural bu� ers by leaving grass clippings on the lawn 
or by spreading compost, peat moss, or wood ashes on 
the grass.

Train your dog as a puppy to piddle in one place in the 
yard. It is more di�  cult to train an adult dog used to us-
ing the entire lawn but you can with persistence and 
patience.

Garden centers have products that may help you repair 
or prevent those yellow spots. I have found most of 
these products too labour intensive for my taste.

A friend sent me an e-mail saying Martha Stewart 
swears that by giving her chows two tablespoons of 
tomato juice in their food twice daily their urine never 
causes lawn spots. Never tried it, give me some feed-
back if you try it and it fails or works. Adjust the amount 
of juice to your dog’s size.

My solution is to train my dogs outdoors like I do in-
doors. Since I like a nice green lawn, I trained my four 
large dogs on my last property to use one section of the 
lawn and I promoted the growth of crab grass in that 
area. Nothing kills crab grass for long and from a dis-
tance it looked same as the rest of the lawn. Now I have 
trained my dogs to use the gravel dog run and one 
pees on gravel more readily than grass.

Be positive, it might be possible to have a happy dog 
and a beautiful lawn. Good luck!

RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES
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HOME GARDENING WITH BARBARA

Spring Flowering Bulbs
Gardeners have vision. All gardeners, not just the ones 
we admire and envy. You, me, the neighbour next door. 
What else would you call it when an ordinary per-
son buys a bag of bulbs in the fall, buries them in the 
ground, and believes they will produce amazing blooms 
in 7 or 8 months?

The garden centres will have an abundance of bulbs in 
stock soon and your biggest decision is what to choose. 
There are literally thousands of bulbs on the shelves 
and most of us have limited garden space. The most 
common hardy spring-� owering bulbs for a Calgary 
garden are tulip, narcissus/da� odil, allium, iris, crocus, 
grape hyacinth and squill. The last three are petite and 
bloom early in the spring, the others show up later, and 
the irises � nish their display in June. Technically, iris 
grows from a rhizome, but you can treat it like a bulb 
when planting in the fall. In addition to this list, you can 
� nd many more exotic bulbs, just don’t expect them to 
return year after year in our climate.

There are two kinds of tulips that survive here: species 
(or native) and hybridized. The species tulips should 
spread into established colonies, returning every year. 
The large hybrids are more showy and popular with 
gardeners, but often are best only their � rst year. My 
wonderful show of huge pink tulips a few years ago has 
never been repeated and I fondly remember them as 
annuals.

If you wish to have a show of continuous color through-
out the spring (of course you do) read the labels care-
fully, and choose from early, mid and late spring 
varieties. Then check the labels again for height, as they 
come in 6” all the way to 28” sizes. How silly to put the 
tall ones in the front and the short ones behind out 
of sight. Then there are singles, doubles, lily-� owered, 
fringed and parrot types, to mention only a few. There 
are actually 15 divisions of tulip classi� cations, so it is 
no wonder the casual gardener gets a bit bewildered. 
Alliums, likewise, have many varieties, and provide co-
lour between tulips and da� odils and later blooming 
summer � owers.

Bulbs of all varieties look best in mass plantings of 
solid colors or two complementary colors. No nice tidy 

rows, please, unless they are being used for cut � owers; 
a block of color has far more impact. What colors you 
choose is strictly personal - plant what looks beautiful to 
your eye. A sunny spot is best, although some varieties 
are forgiving and will bloom later in partial shade. Be-
cause they are among the earliest color in our Chinook 
gardens, tulips partner nicely with other bulbs like Mus-
cari (Grape Hyacinth), Scilla (Squill) and dwarf Narcissus.

Get your bulbs in the ground in Sept or October; they 
need some time to root before the ground freezes. If 
you share your garden with squirrels, cover the new 
planting with wire mesh secured by stakes or rocks to 
keep those little paws from digging them up. Squirrels 
are particularly fond of tulip bulbs. And while you are 
at it, be sure to add some new ones in your front yard 
for the pleasure of your friends and neighbours.

Barbara Shorrock is a gardener, retired realtor, traveler, reader, 
ESL coach and Spanish student. She can be found at the monthly 
Queensland Garden Club meeting most fi rst Wednesdays.
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Dear Great News Publishing,

Please DO NOT run my ad next 

month. My ad has been WAY TOO 

EFFECTIVE. My phone won’t stop 

ringing with people saying they 

saw my ad in the newsletter. I’m 

amazed at how well this worked!

Thanks for all your help,

Sincerely,
Laura
Owner of Buds and Blooms

Letter to the editor

Contact us today to find out how you can 
make this customer’s experience your reality!

403-263-3044
sales@great-news.ca

*Actual customer experience.

HYDROSEEDIT.CA

Need a lawn? Great Grass, Fast & Cheap
Dust Control and Erosion Control

403-874-1415
info@HYDROSEEDIT.CA

okotoksskatingclub.ca
registrar.osc@gmail.com

403-969-5442

Register for Fall/Winter Sessions
PreCanSkate • CanSkate • CanPower • PrePower

STARStake 1-6 and STARSkate Competitive
(Junior - Intermediate - Senior & Teen - Adult)

Please see our NEW website for brochure and details

FREE ESTIMATES
www.heritageroofingltd.ca

“Your Best Choice in Roofing & Exteriors”

403-921-3622
heritageroofingltd@yahoo.com

ROOF REPAIR

WINDOW
INSTALLATION

VINYL DECKING

DOORS

FENCES

DRYWALL &
PAINTING

STONE WORK

FLAT ROOFING

FULL ROOFING

STUCCOSIDING

FASCIA, SOFFIT & 
 EAVESTROUGH 
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	 403.539.0269
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	 terry.burton@landy.ca

 403.539.9518  

 403.860.3617  
 darcy.burton@landy.ca  

RRSP RESP

Life Home Auto Commercial

Michael Niemans 

m n i e m a n s @ r e m a x . n e t
www.MichaelNiemans.com LANDAN REAL ESTATE

Independently owned and operated

® Realtor 403-816-6453
High River The Ranche at Heritage Pointe The Lake at Heritage Pointe Okotoks 

   $269,900

MLS  C4105313
   $1,599,900

MLS C4120019
   $849,900

MLS C4121322
   $599,900

MLS C4121415

MLS C4127056

The Lake at Heritage Pointe 

   $647,900

MLS C4121420

Okotoks

   $669,900

Okotoks

   $1,329,900

MLS C4112379

Sold


