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M a t u r e  L i f e s t y l e s

I didn’t 
expect to 
bring Bella
with me.

At Amica you can always feel at home.

Expect premium amenities and personalized 

service with a range of care options. You 

can even bring your pet.

Independent Living  •  Assisted Living  

Join us for our Strawberry Shortcake Social! 
Tuesday, August 1 at 2:30pm 
Call 403-240-4404 to RSVP

Amica at Aspen Woods  
10 Aspenshire Drive SW, Calgary 
403-240-4404 
amica.ca/aspenwoods

Join us for our Corn Roast BBQ! 
Friday, August 25, 4:45-6:15pm 

Call 403-240-4404 to RSVP by August 18

Join us for our Corn Roast BBQ! 
Friday, August 25, 4:45-6:15pm 

clearwateracademy.com

INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday, October 4

RSVP:
admissions@clearwateracademy.com

Learn More About Our 
Jr. Kindergarten & Kindergarten 

Programs

CONTACT INFO
Dr. Michael Sander, DMD
Springbank Hill Dental
#133 - 7460 Springbank Blvd. SW 
Calgary, AB T3H 0W4

T: 403.454.4757
W: www.springbankhilldental.com
E: springbankhilldental@gmail.com

DIRECTIONS

New Patients and Emergencies Always Welcome

• Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

• Evening and Weekend Appointments

• Direct Insurance Billing

• Dedicated Children’s Play Area with iPads

• Botox Cosmetic & Therapeutic Treatments

• Start-to-Finish Dental Implants

• Invisalign Clear Braces
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Letter  to
the editor

Dear Great News Publishing,

Please DO NOT run my ad next 

month. My ad has been WAY TOO 

EFFECTIVE. My phone won’t stop 

ringing with people saying they 

saw my ad in the newsletter. 

Now I need to hire more people 

to keep up with all my new 

customers! I’m amazed at how well 

this worked!

Thanks for all your help,

Sincerely,
Laura
Owner of Buds and Blooms

Contact us today to find out how 
you can make this customer’s 

experience your reality!

403-263-3044
sales@great-news.ca

*Actual customer experience.

MMccLLAAWWSS    LLAAWW  
ESTATE PROBATE 

WILLS
POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
PERSONAL DIRECTIVES

Experienced, cost effective 
and practical advice, representation 

and counsel to meet 
your legal needs

Insurance Disputes - Small Business
Employment Issues - General Litigation 

PPeetteerr  BB..  MMccLLaawwss    
BBaarrrriisstteerr  &&  SSoolliicciittoorr  

((440033))  771100--33771122  
 

wwwwww..mmccllaawwssllaaww..cca
COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
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your discovery ridge
Delivered monthly to 2,300 households and businesses 
for 8 years!

Advertising Opportunities
403-263-3044   |   sales@great-news.ca
 
Editorial Submissions
news@great-news.ca
 
All advertisements and editorial submissions 
must be submitted by the 1st of the month 
for the following month’s publication.
 
Published by Great News Publishing
Serving Calgary communities for 28 years
87 newsletters reaching over 391,000 households 
in Calgary and surrounding areas.
 
#34-4550 112 Ave SE
Calgary, AB
T2C 2K2
 
Check out our website:
www.great-news.ca

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission 
reflect those of the author and should not be considered to reflect those 
of Great News Publishing.

The information contained in this newsletter is believed to be accurate, 
but is not warranted to be so.

Great News Publishing does not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any advertisements should 
not be considered an endorsement of any goods or services.

THINK MONKEY
Bookkeeping Services

Cathleen Kent

cathleenkent@gmail.com
403-700-1262 

thinkmonkeybookkeeping.vistaprintdigital.com

Last 12 Months Discovery Ridge
MLS Real Estate Sale Price Update 

Last 12 Months Discovery Ridge
MLS Real Estate Number of Listings Update

Real Estate Update

Discovery Ridge

To view more detailed information that comprise the above 
MLS averages please visit discovery_ridge.great-news.ca

Average Asking Price Average Sold Price

June 2017 $749,800 $737,000

May 2017 $945,000 $944,000

April 2017 $824,200 $812,500

March 2017 $787,000 $778,000

February 2017 $827,475 $800,500

January 2017 $0 $0

December 2016 $614,900 $595,000

November 2016 $839,500 $817,500

October 2016 $799,900 $765,000

September 2016 $852,450 $829,000

August 2016 $1,127,250 $1,052,500

July 2016 $797,450 $777,500

No. New Properties No. Properties Sold

June 2017 11 11

May 2017 12 6

April 2017 5 2

March 2017 7 4

February 2017 4 4

January 2017 2 0

December 2016 1 3

November 2016 5 6

October 2016 5 5

September 2016 6 4

August 2016 3 2

July 2016 3 4
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elected officials

important numbers
ALL EMERGENCY CALLS 911

Alberta Adolescent Recovery Centre 403-253-5250

Alberta Health Care 403-310-0000

AHS Addictions Hotline 1-866-332-2322

ATCO Gas – 24 Hour Emergency 403-245-7222

Calgary HEALTH LINK 24/7 811

Calgary Police – Non Emergency 403-266-1234

Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter 403-234-7233

Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-387-5437

Kids Help Line 1-800-668-6868

Child Safe Canada 403-202-5900

Distress/Crisis Line 403-266-4357

ENMAX – Power Trouble 403-514-6100

Poison Centre - Alberta 1-800-332-1414

HOSPITALS / URGENT CARE

Alberta Children’s Hospital 403-955-7211

Foothills Hospital 403-944-1110

Peter Lougheed Centre 403-943-4555

Rockyview General Hospital 403-943-3000

Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre 403-955-6200

South Calgary Urgent Care Health Centre 403-943-9300

South Health Campus 403-956-1111

OTHER

Calgary Humane Society 403-205-4455

Calgary Parking Authority 403-537-7000

SeniorConnect 403-266-6200

Calgary Kerby Elder Abuse Line 403-705-3250

Alberta One-Call Corporation 1-800-242-3447

City of Calgary 311

Social Service Info & Referral 211

Community Mediation Calgary Society 403-269-2707

RNR Lockworks Ltd. 403-479-6161

Road Conditions – Calgary 
Weather Information 

511

Gamblers Anonymous 403-237-0654

discovery ridge community 
association
PO Box 75023 Westhills RPO
Calgary, AB – T3H 3M1
www.discoveryridge.com

Councillor Richard Pootmans
Ward 6 Office
P.O. Box 2100, Station M
Calgary, AB, CanadaT2P 2M5
Phone: 403-268-2430
Fax: 403-268-3823
Email: ward06@calgary.ca
Web: www.calgary.ca/ward6

MLA Mike Ellis
Calgary-West
Unit 234, 333 Aspen Glen Landing 
SW
Calgary, AB Canada T3H 0N6
Phone: (403) 216-5439
Fax: (403) 216-5441
Email: calgary.west@assembly.ab.ca

MP Ron Liepert
Calgary Signal Hill
#2216, 8561 8A Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta T3H 0V5
Phone: 403-292-6666 • Fax: 403-
292-6670
Email: ron.liepert.C1A@parl.gc.ca

ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®, 
THE WORLD’S #1 NON-INVASIVE  
FAT REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is a Health Canada cleared  
treatment that uses controlled cooling  
to eliminate fat without surgery or downtime. 
Learn more about why there have been over
4 million treatments in North America. 

 

FEAR NO MIRROR ®

Call today to schedule
your FREE consultation.

Total Skincare Centre
403-216-4685

www.totalskincarecentre.com

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will tailor a
treatment plan designed to achieve your
desired results.

Call us to start today!

SEE A SLIMMER YOU
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IRISH DANCING!
THE POSSAK HAMPSHIRE 

ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE 
Classes available for tots, children, adults, seniors, 
recreational & competitive, daytime & evening  - 

please visit our website for details or call us directly:

POSSAKHAMPSHIRE.com | 403.703.7563

AT CURRIE BARRACKS

safe & sound

So you are hitting the trails and planning on taking 
some lunch or perhaps you are doing an overnight 
hike. It’s important to pack your food properly, both 
before you leave and when you’re on the trail.

Bacteria that can make you sick (e.g., salmonella) need 
certain conditions to survive. They grow well in foods 
that are moist and rich in protein (e.g., meat, poultry, 
dairy products) and between the temperatures of 4 to 
60 °C (40 to 140 °F). In the right conditions, bacteria can 
multiply every 20 minutes. This can quickly make your 
food unsafe to eat.

To keep your food cool in the backcountry:
•	pre-cook all perishable foods and plan to eat them first
•	freeze food before you leave and try to pack it all 

together
•	pack perishable foods in ice or with freezer packs
•	store food in lakes or streams when you’re at your 

campsite (remember to use airtight plastic bags to 
keep the water out)

Other tips about food in the backcountry
•	Always wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before 

handling any food.
•	Do not handle or prepare food if you’re not feeling 

well.

•	Bacteria don’t grow well on dry or acidic food. Bring 
dry foods (e.g., nuts, fruit) and packaged foods that 
can be rehydrated.
•	Pack food in reusable containers that can be cleaned 

and used for repacking (this’ll help create less waste).
•	If you have to mix ingredients, do it just before eating 

them.
•	Take food that doesn’t need to be kept cool (remember 

that canned food is heavy and the cans will have to be 
carried back out).
•	Ultra High Temperature (UHT) milk doesn’t need to 

be kept cold when it’s unopened (but it must be used 
right away or kept cold after it’s opened). You can also 
use powdered skim milk. Mix the powder with water 
you’ve already filtered and boiled. See Drinking Water 
in the Backcountry to learn how to make your water 
safe to drink.
•	You can buy dehydrated meals in some stores. Plan to 

eat the whole meal right after you rehydrated it. Don’t 
keep any rehydrated food to eat later.
•	Store food away from animals, in food storage lockers, 

on high platforms, or hung in a tree with rope or cable. 
Never bring food into tents or sleeping areas.

For more information on staying health while in the 
backcountry visit: https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Alberta/
Pages/packing-food-backcountry.aspx

keeping food safe  
this camping season
keeping food safe  
this camping season
keeping food safe  
this camping season

doing exercise 
better
By Joe Mills

“Get a fitbit – track your exercise – feel the burn and the 
soreness the next day – be strong, be tough, be disci-
plined” and if you can do this, as everyone knows, a 
healthy happy quality of life awaits… or so it would seem. 

For is exercise really that straight-forward and problem-
free? Only a slightly deeper look at what really happens 
reveals an array of confusing and shocking statistics: the 
everyday or actual exercise realities for most people. 

Did you know, for example, that numerous sources state 
that 90% of people experience back pain; 20% experi-
ence chronic pain; 50% have—or have had—a mental 
illness; 3% in the U.S have healthy lives; 80% in Britain 
have unhealthy lives; 80% of January gym recruits quit 
by May; and 70% of runners have a serious injury each 
year. 

Yet what is more shocking is not only that we live in 
an era known for its better than ever levels of science, 
technology and systematic planned programs, but also 
the robust research that explains how humans were de-
signed to find running (read exercise) easy.

In other words, it’s not a huge leap of logic to suggest 
that while the common ways of doing exercise may 
work for some it doesn’t work for most: clearly “some-
thing-more” is going on. 

My name is Dr. Joseph Mills and I gave up an academic 
post in the U.K. to move my young family to beautiful 
Alberta (Cougar Ridge) and my research—published in 
the world’s strongest academic journals invited to ten 
of the most prestigious sports universities—transforms 
what exercise is by showing how an exercise know-
ledge-practice gap exists. 

An exercise knowledge-practice gap that contains a 
whole series of constraining, distorted and under-
mining effects that no-one (even the best coaches in 
the world who were my participants) ever sees because 
all knowledge comes from the very same ‘naturally-
unequal’ society that, for example, makes women work 
for free after Nov 9 because of the gender-knowledge-
then-pay-gap.

And so, re-thinking what exercise can or should be in 
ways that overcome today’s unseen problematic con-
straints has rich potential for people looking to live 
happy healthy lives without the pain, soreness or extra 
hard work. 

Stay tuned to find out more!
jpmills@ualberta.ca

take on wellness
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REGISTER NOW FOR OUR 

•	 AGES	2	&	UP	
•	 SMALL	&	TALL	/	PRESCHOOL
•	 TAP	/	JAZZ	/	BALLET	/	ACRO	
•	 HIP	HOP	/	MUSICAL	THEATRE

 LOCATED	IN	COACH	HILL	PLAZA

REGISTER ONLINE

www.DanceSpectrumCalgary.com

 403.240.4594

24TH SEASON!

Offering In-Home in your community
Let US do the driving

403-210-3339 • klminfo@klmmusic.ca

www.klmmusic.ca

MUSIC
LESSONS

REGISTER 
NOW!

Piano | Guitar
Voice | Drums

Violin | Ukulele
      DJ Lessons! plus

NEPTUNE PLUMBING & HEATING LTD: Qualified jour-
neymen plumbers/gasfitters, very experienced in Dis-
covery Ridge. Upfront pricing. Reliable, conscientious, 
fully guaranteed. Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 24 hour 
emergency service call 403-255-7938. “Showering you 
with great service.”

ALPHA PLUMBING LTD. Boiler system, furnace and gas 
fitting specialist putting customer service first! Jour-
neyman certification, insured and BBB accredited, we 
are eager to show you how our skillset and honest ap-
proach leave our customers happy! Call Dan 403-589-
7843, email dan@alpha-plumbing.ca, or visit us online 
www.alpha-plumbing.ca. 

HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Clinicair is the lead-
ing provider of Indoor Air Quality and Medical Grade 
Duct Cleaning services in Canada. We are looking for 
a dealer in Calgary to represent our growing company. 
We offer a royalty free business. Clinicair supplies you 
with the latest technology, and training. Call Craig: 
1-416-277-6067.

DOUBLE DIAMOND PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD: 
A 24 hour residential service company with qualified 
journeyman plumbers. As qualified journeyman 
plumbers, we are here to address any issues for you. 
We are your local plumbing and heating experts - call 
us first and let our service shine! Call 403-875-0166 or 
Email: doublediamondplumbingltd@gmail.com. www.
doublediamondplumbingltd.com.

K2 BOOKKEEPING: Are you too busy to keep up with 
your bookkeeping? Experienced bookkeeper now 
accepting new clients. Specializing in small to me-
dium sized business. Twelve years of experience with 
QuickBooks and Simply Accounting, GST, Payroll, WCB 
Filing, T4 Filing, and competitive rates. Phone Katie 
403-870-0737. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no cost mediation and con-
flict coaching service that can help you resolve problems 
and restore peace! We help neighbours be neighbours 
again! www.communitymediation.ca, 403-269-2707.

THE GUTTER DOCTOR! We install, fix and clean eaves-
troughs and downspouts. We also install and fix fascia, 
soffit, drip-edge, siding, roofing, cladding. Over 20,000 
happy customers since 2003! Insured and guaranteed 
work with references. We take pride in doing a good 
job. A+ rated BBB Member. 2017 Consumer’s Choice 
Award Winner. www.gutterdoctor.ca 403-714-0711.

JEFFREY ELECTRIC: Friendly professional electrical ser-
vice for your next residential project, large or small. City 
Qualified Trade, Master Electrician, insured, licensed, 
certified, bonded. Very competitive rates for quality 
electrical work. Service panel upgrades from 60 amp to 
200 amp. Sub-panels, aluminum rewiring, custom kitch-
ens and basements. Free estimates. www.cejelectric.
com or call Clayton at 403-970-5441.

YARD BUSTERS LANDSCAPING: Snow removal 
$129.95. Some conditions. Landscape construction 
and yard renovation: stone patios, walks, raised beds 
and rock walls, synthetic grass, sod and trees and 
shrubs, landscape lighting, water features and decks 
and fences and superhero window cleaning. Licensed. 
Insured. Seniors discount. Phone: 403-265-4769. 
yardbusterslandscaping.com.

JESSICA ERLENDSON B.A. MUSIC - LESSONS SINCE 
2001: Piano, flute, guitar & voice. I have a private home 
studio, with acoustic piano, and 100’s of music books. 
Reserve your lesson time for September to avoid 
disappointment! Offering lessons in the fall and some 
lesson times during the summer. www.jessicamusic.ca, 
jessica@jessicamusic.ca, 403-708-5011.

ROOFING, 5 YEAR WARRANTY: Express reroofing 
- shingles, flat, cedar, tiles, insurance claims. Consulta-
tive approach, pre-installation inspection. 23 years of 
experience. E-mail or call with your name and address 
and we will provide a free estimate within 72 hours. 
P&S Construction and Roofing: estimates@psroofing.ca. 
Slavek, 403-835-1393. Paul 403-714-3644.

RUSSELL’S LAWN SERVICE: Since 2000, locally owned, 
family operated, insured, WCB clearance and BBB 
accredited. Providing quality, reliable service, free 
estimates, and 15% senior discount. Specializing in 
mowing, power-raking, aerating, fertilizing, tree/hedge 
trimming, and landscaping/xeriscaping. Lawn service 
bookings are limited, reserve now. Visit us at: www.
russellslawn.com or call 403-686-LAWN (5296).

for business classified ad rates call Great news 
Publishing at  403-263-3044 or  

sales@great-news.ca
Have your family’s story 
featured in our newsletters 
and receive a complimentary 
photoshoot!

Email DIS@great-news.ca to have your 
family featured in the next edition.
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Contact in confidence (fees paid by client) 
info@divinematchmaking.com 

divinematchmaking.com | 403-456-4870

Eligible Entrepreneur

Our 6’1, fit and handsome 
bachelor is a catch. Driven, well 

educated and down-to-earth, 
this dynamic, well traveled and 
successful entrepreneur enjoys 

life with a very flexible schedule.

He loves outdoor sporting 
activities, staying fit, and spending 

time with family and friends.

He is looking for a very pretty, slim, 
feminine, smart, 5’5”+, activity 

loving lady (age 28-38) who wants 
to build a family. 

“The Hoffman Process helped me enormously. 
It was pivotal, enlightening and life-changing”
Brett Wilson - Dragon’s Den judge, philanthropist and Hoffman Grad. 

The Hoffman Process helps remove the barriers that are holding 
you back from being the best version of yourself.

Make peace with your past 
Release from negative behaviors

Emotionally heal and forgive
Discover your authentic self

Email shift@hoffmaninstitute.ca to get more 
information on the Hoffman Process in Canada and 

receive a “free” book on how to live a happier life.

mp calgary signal hill
ron liepert
#2216, 8561 8a avenue sw
Calgary, alberta t3H 0V5

 403-292-6666
 403-292-6670
 ron.liepert.C1a@parl.gc.ca

The House of Commons has adjourned for the summer, 
with the last sitting day on June 21. Some of the most 
noteworthy pieces of legislation that were debated 
throughout the month of June are below.

Bill C-44: An Act to Implement Certain Provisions of 
the Budget Tabled in Parliament on March 22, 2017

This budget implementation act has been a top 
priority for the government and for the opposition. The 
opposition has argued that the creation of a Canadian 
Infrastructure Bank should have been introduced in 
a stand-alone bill to allow for a more comprehensive 
study of such a large project.

The Standing Committee on Finance studied the sub-
ject matter of C-44 from May 10 to 30 following, the 
finance committee presented Report 17 with various 
amendments to the House on May 31. Report 17 includ-
ed several amendments to the role and mandate of the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer. Bill C-44 was adopted by 
the House on June 12, and has received Royal Assent.

Bill C-6: An Act to Amend the Citizenship Act and to 
Make Consequential Amendments to Another Act

Bill C-6 repeals many of the previous government’s 
changes to how people can gain or lose Canadian 
citizenship, with the end goal of making Canadian 
citizenship easier to obtain. It reduces the amount of 
time permanent residents have to live in Canada to be 
eligible for citizenship to 3 years. 

Through June, opposition MP’s have voiced their con-
cerns with the bill, which repeals the government’s 
authority to revoke citizenship when an individual has 
engaged in acts against the national interest of Canada.

Bill C-6 received Royal Assent, with amendments made 
to it as suggested by the Senate.

Bill C-45: An Act respecting cannabis and to amend 
the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, the 
Criminal Code and other Acts

Bill C-45 was introduced by Minister of Justice Jody 

Wilson-Raybould on April 13. The government has 
stated that the intentions of C-45 and the legalization 
of marijuana are to control and regulate the produc-
tion, distribution, and sale of cannabis, with the goal 
of preventing young persons from accessing cannabis. 
The government claims that C-45 would protect pub-
lic health and safety by establishing product safety and 
quality requirements, as well as reduce and deter crimi-
nal activity and remove the profits of the illegal sale of 
drugs from the hands of dealers.

In the House, Bill C-45 has received careful watch and 
consideration by the Official Opposition, to ensure that 
public health and safety, especially of youth, is protect-
ed. Another concern of the opposition has been the fact 
that once marijuana is legalized, the majority of the im-
plications of C-45 will actually fall under the jurisdiction 
of the provincial governments, imposing a large burden 
on them. 

The Conservative caucus will continue to ensure that 
Bill C-45 undergoes comprehensive study and review, 
and that the Liberal government does not rush the 
legalization of marijuana. As of June 8, C-45 has been 
referred to the Standing Committee on Health.

resident PersPeCtiVes

why you need to report the sale of 
your home 
By Suzanne Smith-Demers, Registered Retirement Consultant

Fortunately, Canadians don’t have to pay capital gains 
tax on the sale of their primary residence. Until recently, 
you didn’t even have to mention a sale on your tax re-
turn either, but while the capitals gains on your home 
can still be exempted from tax, there are important new 
reporting requirements.

Last October, the Canadian government announced 
new measures requiring everyone to report the sale of 
their home on their tax return. If the sale is not reported, 
you could be re-assessed. You may even be subject to a 
penalty in the future. CRA has stated that it is unlikely a 
penalty will be issued when the sale occurred in 2016, 
given that the reporting requirement is brand new, but 
it may not be so lenient going forward. 

The new rule is part of the government’s attempt to rein 
in potential abuses of the principal residence exemp-
tion (PRE), such as non-Canadian residents claiming the 
exemption and others claiming it on a second property 
in the same year. Usually, 50% of a capital gain on an 
asset must be reported as taxable income. But the PRE 
allows Canadian residents to be exempt from paying tax 
on capital gains on their principal residence. Only one 
property can be designated per year as a principal resi-
dence, therefore gains may be taxable on the sale of a 
second property, like a vacation home. 

The bottom line is this: if you sell your home, complete 
Schedule 3 at tax time to claim the PRE and to avoid any 
potential penalties for late filing. Most individuals previ-
ously eligible to claim the PRE will continue to remain 
eligible. 
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Strathcona Square Shopping Centre,  
Health Care Centre Building
Suite #216, 555 Strathcona Boulevard Southwest 
Calgary, AB T3H 2Z9
587-600-2049  |  www.iconorthodontics.com

Book an appointment  
at Icon Orthodontics for your 
child to receive a custom-fitted 
mouth guard today! 

CALL 587-600-2049

THINKING 
ABOUT 
A MOUTH 
GUARD?
With the sports season in full swing, 
you may be considering a mouth 
guard to protect your child’s teeth 
during activities.
 
Dr. Colby Gage, orthodontist at 
Icon Orthodontics, recommends 
custom-fitted mouth guards as they 
provide the best fit and protection.
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Suite #216, 555 Strathcona Boulevard Southwest 
Calgary, AB T3H 2Z9
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at Icon Orthodontics for your 
child to receive a custom-fitted 
mouth guard today! 

CALL 587-600-2049

THINKING 
ABOUT 
A MOUTH 
GUARD?
With the sports season in full swing, 
you may be considering a mouth 
guard to protect your child’s teeth 
during activities.
 
Dr. Colby Gage, orthodontist at 
Icon Orthodontics, recommends 
custom-fitted mouth guards as they 
provide the best fit and protection.

 

councillor, ward 6 
richard pootmans 
Po Box 2100, station “M”, Calgary, aB  t2P 2M1

 403-268-1035  
 403-268-8091  ward06@Calgary.ca

Communications & Community liaison: eileen Badowich, Caward6@calgary.ca
 www.calgary.ca/ward6    

Grass Maintenance
I have heard your feedback regarding the maintenance 
of the City’s grass in parks, boulevards, and medians. 
The Parks and Roads Departments have been working 
together to find a balance between appearance and 
expenditure. The City now uses contractors and has re-
duced grass cutting for boulevards to every six weeks, 
resulting in a substantial cost reduction of approxi-
mately $750,000. Park space maintenance continues 
to occur every 10-14 days, while sports fields receive 
weekly maintenance as a matter of safety.

Further, native grass species are being incorporated 
onto the boulevards. Some may interpret these grasses 
as appearing overgrown and unkempt, but they are in-
tentionally being integrated into the green spaces to 
complement the maintenance schedule. More drought 
and salt resistant grasses are always being tested for 
potential cost savings. 

Testing of Autonomous Vehicles
As we look to the future of Calgary, I am particularly 
excited about our City’s potential to diversity and grow 
into areas previously unexplored. In January, the seed of 
an idea was planted, with a pilot project for deploying a 
low-speed autonomous shuttle in a controlled 1km en-
vironment between the Calgary Zoo LRT station and the 
Telus Spark Science Centre for six months in 2018.

Since then, City Council and Administration have been 
thinking hard about the future of transportation, and 
that idea grew into a Notice of Motion to position Cal-
gary as a test centre—City-wide—for autonomous 
technology. I was pleased that this Motion received 
unanimous support at Council.

Calgary is an important transportation and logistics 
centre, and our young, educated workforce offers 
strong technology skills. We also have a natural environ-
ment offering many different terrains, from mountains 
and prairies to forests and urban areas. The Calgary 
region also offers a wide variety of climates for testing 
as well as notoriously varied seasons – not to mention 
Chinooks!

Ontario and 18 American states have already passed 
legislation on enabling legislation related to autono-
mous vehicle testing. Urgency is important, and a 
strong business case needs to be prepared, but our 
goal, first and foremost, is public safety, with a risk as-
sessment to determine whether we can proceed. The 
outcome we are looking for is a significant reduction in 
traffic accidents, lives saved, lower insurance rates for 
these car owners, better traffic flows, reduced parking 
spaces, and enhanced mobility for the young, the el-
derly, disabled, and poor.

I’ve been asked if autonomous vehicle testing will help 
enhance our City brand as being progressive and in-
novative, and my answer is absolutely yes! With an 
estimated 1,000 jurisdictions in the world competing 
for talent and investment, this is an opportunity to en-
hance our work in the competition and truly comple-
ment our natural advantages. More discoveries, more 
adaptations, more products, and more jobs.

Council has asked Administration, in collaboration with 
Calgary Economic Development, to report back on the 
merits of testing autonomous vehicles on Calgary’s 
roadways no later than Q4 2017, and if approved, we 
will reach out to the Province of Alberta with a request 
to enact this legislation. As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The 
future depends on what we do today,” and I look for-
ward to the findings this fall. 
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As the Legislature remains adjourned for the summer, I 
wanted to provide you with a few items your PC caucus 
saw success on this past year. While there remains much 
work to be done, and we anticipate a busy fall sitting 
ahead, we are pleased at many of the successes of the 
opposition over the course of the past few months.

•	Anti-oilsands activist Tzeporah Berman has been 
removed from the Oil Sands Advisory Group. Af-
ter months of controversy and significant pressure by 
both the PC and Wildrose Opposition, the Premier fi-
nally stood up for oil and gas jobs and removed Ms. 
Berman from the public payroll. While we value all 
points of the discussion, comparing the oil sands to 
Mordor from Lord of the Rings is hardly constructive, 
and we believe the committee can get back to work 
now that Ms. Berman has been removed.

•	We remain concerned about plummeting math 
scores across Alberta. The province’s curriculum rede-
velopment efforts must focus on ensuring our children 
know the basics, and have the skills to work within to-
day’s increasingly technical and globalized economy. 
We will monitor the province’s priorities when it comes 
to curriculum redevelopment carefully.

•	We are pleased with the New AIMCo Appointed Di-
rectors. A few months ago, I wrote to you about po-
litical interference in the Alberta Investment Manage-
ment Corporation (AIMCo) where the Premier wanted 
to appoint NDP insiders to the Corporation’s board, 
rather than Albertans with expertise in investing. The 
Government has once again appeared to cave on this 
issue, appointing highly competent individuals who 
are not NDP connected. 

These are three areas we have seen some progress in 
this session, but will continue to monitor. I welcome 
your feedback – please feel free to give my office a call 
or email anytime. Have a wonderful summer.

A total solar eclipse—the aligning 
of the Sun, Moon and Earth—will 
occur on August 21. The total 
phase will not be visible in Cal-
gary, but can be observed as 
a partial solar eclipse here. It 
will be at its maximum at 11:33 
a.m., so get out your pinhole 
camera and enjoy the spectacle; 
the last one was in 1979. 
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