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important numbers
ALL EMERGENCY CALLS 911

Alberta Adolescent Recovery Centre 403-253-5250

Alberta Health Care 403-310-0000

AHS Addictions Hotline 1-866-332-2322

ATCO Gas – 24 Hour Emergency 403-245-7222

Calgary HEALTH LINK 24/7 811

Calgary Police – Non Emergency 403-266-1234

Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter 403-234-7233

Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-387-5437

Kids Help Line 1-800-668-6868

Child Safe Canada 403-202-5900

Distress/Crisis Line 403-266-4357

ENMAX – Power Trouble 403-514-6100

Poison Centre - Alberta 1-800-332-1414

HOSPITALS / URGENT CARE

Alberta Children’s Hospital 403-955-7211

Foothills Hospital 403-944-1110

Peter Lougheed Centre 403-943-4555

Rockyview General Hospital 403-943-3000

Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre 403-955-6200

South Calgary Urgent Care Health Centre 403-943-9300

South Health Campus 403-956-1111

OTHER

Calgary Humane Society 403-205-4455

Calgary Parking Authority 403-537-7000

SeniorConnect 403-266-6200

Calgary Kerby Elder Abuse Line 403-705-3250

Alberta One-Call Corporation 1-800-242-3447

City of Calgary 311

Social Service Info & Referral 211

Community Mediation Calgary Society 403-269-2707

RNR Lockworks Ltd. 403-479-6161

Road Conditions – Calgary 
Weather Information 

511

Gamblers Anonymous 403-237-0654
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Development Updates
The ECCA reviews all proposed developments in our 
community and our guiding principle is our desire to 
see Eau Claire develop as a primarily residential commu-
nity in a downtown setting. That vision was recognized 
in the Centre City Plan and is a key principle underlying 
the current Eau Claire area redevelopment plan (ARP). 
We want to encourage projects that will help us develop 
a larger resident population or provide amenities that 
contribute to the vitality of our community.

The ECCA has recently given our comments to the City 
on the following projects.

Centennial Towers submitted a change of use applica-
tion in order to change the space previously designated 
for restaurant usage, but untenanted for some time, to 
daycare use. ECCA supports this alternate usage howev-
er, we did make the City aware of some concerns we had 
both around safely loading and unloading without im-
pacting traffic flow and exactly where the children’s out-
door area could be placed to maximize their play area 
without making the sidewalk too narrow for pedestrians.

A proposal for Land Use Amendment to accommodate 
higher density has been made for 727 – 1st Avenue SW. 

We fully support the development of this site as a higher 
density residential building provided it is developed as 
primarily residential. We are less supportive of the possi-
bility of this land being developed as a hotel. This would 
be inconsistent with the prevailing residential character 
of the immediate neighbourhood. The only exception 
we could support might be for a “boutique” hotel inte-
grated with and part of a larger permanent residential 
development. Similarly, for the possibility of a commu-
nity recreational facility, we could be very comfortable 
with that as part of a larger residential building, but not 
at the expense of one.

ecca update from 
the board

Your CommunitY/CitY EvEnts

at a glance...
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The Market on Stephen Avenue – Tuesdays until 
Sept. 5, 11 am – 5 pm
Bring your enviro bags and coolers! You’ll find up to 60 
vendors; from fresh food (produce, breads, pastries, etc) 
spices, sauces, treats, art, fashion, jewelry and so much 
more! Found on Stephen Avenue between 1 Street East 
and 2 Street West. More info: inquiries@dmeinc.ca.

Honens Festival – Various Venues, Sept. 7 – Sept. 10
The award-winning Honens Festival returns for a 
four-day festival of music with a side of maple syrup! 
To mark Canada’s 150th birthday, this celebration 
of piano showcases some of the country’s brightest 
classical music stars alongside Honens Laureates 
through innovative performance projects and dynamic 
community concerts. More info: honens.com.

Beakerhead – Various Locations, Sept. 13 – Sept. 17
One of the world’s most original spectacles of art, 
science and engineering, will erupt this September 
when the fourth annual Beakerhead hits Calgary. Look 
for mechanical creatures, multi-story art installations, 
famous and soon-to-be famous scientists and 
inventors, and performances by people and machines. 
The dose of quirky spectacle will include more than 65 
events. More info: beakerhead.com. 

Techstock 2017 - 3553 31 Street NW, Sept. 14
This is an annual event hosting 30+ start-up companies 
and researchers who showcase their innovations to 
the public. This year they explore how technology 
and social innovations are making a profound impact 
on our society and driving change in areas such as 
sustainability, health, education, gender equality 
and more. More info: innovatecalgary.com/events/
techstock/

Railway Days – Heritage Park, Sept. 23 - 24
There is fun for the whole family at Railway Days! As 
one of the few sites in North America with two steam 
locomotives, our trains take centre stage for two days 
with demonstrations, hands-on activities, and exciting 
exhibits. More info: heritagepark.ca.

Calgary Pride Parade  
6 ave. and 6 St. SW  
SePtember 3, noon – 1:30
The signature Calgary Pride Parade is one of the most 
colourful celebrations of the year! 
More info: calgarypride.ca.

CirCle the WagonS
3951 traSimene CreSCent SW 
SePtember 9, 11 am – 11 Pm
This year’s traveling carnival of local food, beer, 
music, art and performers will be proudly hosted 
at Currie. Currie boasts Canadian Pride, and to help 
further amplify the celebratory energy from Canada’s 
150th anniversary. More info: circlethewagons.ca.

yW Walk a mile in her ShoeS 
StePhen avenue and olymPiC Plaza 
SePtember 19
Hundreds of men and women will step onto Stephen 
Ave. in high heels to show their support for women 
and children who are victims of family violence. More 
info: walkamile.ca.

Photo by JMacPherson

send your ideas for community 
events to info@eauclaireca.com
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the city i chose as my home: 
calgary’s economic history 
through the eyes of an 
optimistic newcomer 
This year ECCA’s own Dained Vera researched, created, 
and led a new Jane’s Walk* through the Eau Claire com-
munity. This fascinating and eclectic Walk kept all 26 
participants actively engaged despite the rain. 

Dained approached this Jane’s Walk as a conversation 
among neighbours rather than as a lecture. She’s a rela-
tive newcomer and while she researched a lot of the 
history of the neighbourhood she really wanted to talk 
about how the past and the present can help us think 
about how we want the future to evolve in our neigh-
bourhood. There was so much positive feedback to this 
Jane’s Walk that Dained led it again a few weeks later 
for a Spanish-speaking audience.

Did you know that Eau Claire Estates was designed by 
world renowned high-rise architects Skidmore, Owings 
& Merrill, the firm which also designed One World Trade 
Centre in New York, the tallest building in the western 
hemisphere and the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the tallest 
building in the world? 

Built in 1981, it was a pioneer, standing alone for almost 
a decade before neighbouring buildings came along. 

eau claire community association

While it’s not very pedestrian friendly, the 10 towers 
face inward and create an oasis for residents with two 
interior courtyard gardens boasting spectacular flowers 
in the summer.

In 1967 one of our neighbourhood jewels was moved to 
Heritage Park. The Peter Prince house formerly sat at 4th 
Avenue & 2nd Street, convenient for the man who man-
aged the Eau Claire and Bow River Lumber Company 
to walk to work. Peter Prince was born in Quebec in 
1836 and came to Calgary in 1886 by way of Wisconsin, 
moving here with the Eau Claire and Bow River Lumber 
company. Among his numerous accomplishments (re-
ally, google him as his story is too long to fit in here) was 
creating Prince’s Island. He had a channel made (where 
the lagoon is now) to separate the existing peninsula 
from the shore to allow logs to be floated closer to the 
lumber mill. Surely it was an unforeseen and totally un-
intended consequence that he created one of the pre-
mier urban parks in North America.

Since the conversation included both the past and the 
future it was suitable that Dained and the group met 
some friendly Stormtroopers too.

Watch for more of this Jane’s Walk in future Newsletters 
and follow Dained’s blog at www.thegreenwallhome.com 

*“Jane’s Walks are a series of neighbourhood walking 
tours. Named after urban activist and writer Jane Jacobs, 
Jane’s Walks are held annually during the first weekend in 
May to coincide with her birthday.” Wikipedia

Did you know that your restaurant can  
put a menu in our newsletter?

Turn local residents into  
local customers.

Contact us:
403-263-3044

sales@great-news.ca

YOUR INSERT 

HERE
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Photo Gallery
photos by Julio linares
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Residential Leasing Group Inc. 
Brad Currie, Broker/President

EXECUTIVE HOMES AND CONDOS WANTED 
For Corporate Rentals in Your Community
We are looking for new or updated Homes or Condos in your neighbourhood. 

Contact us today to receive a free rental evaluation.

“Calgary’s Preferred Property Management Specialist & Corporate Relocation Service”

403.244.6944   
www.residential-leasing.com

 

Contact in confidence (fees paid by client) 
info@divinematchmaking.com 

divinematchmaking.com | 403-456-4870

Eligible Entrepreneur

Our 6’1, fit and handsome 
bachelor is a catch. Driven, well 

educated and down-to-earth, 
this dynamic, well traveled and 
successful entrepreneur enjoys 

life with a very flexible schedule.

He loves outdoor sporting 
activities, staying fit, and spending 

time with family and friends.

He is looking for a very pretty, slim, 
feminine, smart, 5’5”+, activity 

loving lady (age 28-38) who wants 
to build a family. 

CALGARY PUBLIC
LIBRARY

CALGARY
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Library Connect
Check out the September-October issue of Library 
Connect, your ultimate guide to free back to school 
Library programs, reading recommendations, and 
events happening this fall. Visit calgarylibrary.ca to 
download a copy of Library Connect or pick one up at 
your local community library. 

Forest Lawn Library Nature Playground
The Forest Lawn Library Nature Playground is open! 
The new outdoor space inspires active, fresh-air-filled 
play. Play is a priority at the Library, because it’s central 
to how kids learn and grow. The nature playground 
was made possible thanks to generous funding from 
the Canada 150 Infrastructure Program. Visit today!

Free Online Resources 
Did you know your Library card gives you access to 
free online tutoring? Brainfuse is an online resource 
aligned with the Alberta curriculum for students in 
Grade 2 to Grade 12. Get expert online help with your 
homework at calgarylibrary.ca/resource/brainfuse 
from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. daily. Support for adult learners 
is also available.

The Calgary Public Library’s E-Library offers many other 
resources for learners of all ages. At calgarylibrary.ca/
online-resources you’ll find language learning cours-
es Rosetta Stone and Mango Languages, eBooks and 
eAudiobooks on OverDrive, Flipster Magazines, online 
learning services Lynda.com and Gale Courses, and 
much more. 

YoUR CItY of CALGARY

recycling tip of the month: 
what to compost
As weekly green cart collection has started, you must 
be amazed at the amount of food and yard waste 
that’s accepted in the green cart. Here are five times 
to remember to include the food from your kitchen 
clean up. 

1. Preparing meals: Instead of throwing out veg-
etable peels, eggshells and other food scraps, add 
them to your kitchen pail for composting.

2. Scraping plates: Keep your kitchen pail visible 
and accessible and encourage everyone at home 
to help with the clean-up.

3. Cleaning the fridge of spoiled leftovers: Give a 
second life to food that has spoiled by emptying 
it into the kitchen pail for composting.

4. Leftover grease and sauces: Use a spatula or pa-
per towel to scrape out excess grease. The paper 
towel is compostable too.

5. Paper plates and napkins from summer bar-
beques: If a lot of guests are coming over, line your 
green cart with a paper yard waste bag and toss 
the paper plates and napkins inside for a no fuss 
solution.

Tip: To keep things neat and tidy, line your kitchen 
pail with a compostable bag or newspaper. You can 
also give your pail a quick rinse or put it in your dish-
washer to clean it out. 

For more tips and a complete list of what’s accepted 
in the Green Cart, visit calgary.ca/greencart.

for art’s sake

festivities in august
By Alex Bonyun

August is a great month to get out and experience art in 
our community for free! Whether it’s an outdoor festival, 
or an indoor celebration, there’s so much for you to see! 
Downtown you can take in Olympic Plaza on a warm Au-
gust day with the Spaghetti Western Music Festival (Au-
gust 20, noon - 9pm), Canada’s alt-country music festival, 
or celebrate Canada 150 with Happenings (August 18, 5 - 
9pm), the free visual art party with live music and creative 
activities inside Arts Commons. Another way to enjoy mu-
sic outdoors this summer is at Calgary Reggaefest (August 
17 - 19), a three-day festival in Shaw Millennium Park.

For anyone looking for a bit of theatricality in their Au-
gust, the Calgary Fringe Festival (August 4 - 12) returns 
to Inglewood this year with a unique line-up of unex-
pected, unforgettable performances. Calgary Opera’s 
Opera in the Village festival is making the move from 
East Village to the newly unveiled Enmax Park with the 
hit show South Pacific (August 10 - 20, 8pm nightly).

If you’re looking for a stroll through some of Calgary’s 
character neighbourhoods Inglewood’s Sunfest (August 
5) and Marda Loop’s Marda Gras Festival (August 13) are 
back again for another great year.

For something a little quieter with a slice of nature, the 
Calgary Dragon Boat Race & Festival (August 12 - 13) is a 
fun way to kick back on the banks of the Glenbow Res-
ervoir and root for your favourite team! And, if you’ve 
never checked out Globalfest (August 15 - 26), Calgary’s 
largest display of fireworks is a fantastic way to enjoy 
music and culture from around the world, while being 
wowed by a truly explosive display.

For a full list of Calgary’s festivals this August, indoor and 
outdoor, you can visit calgaryherald.com/life/swerve/
swerve-festival-guide-2017-august.

This column is provided by Arts Commons. Located in the 
heart of Calgary’s vibrant downtown core, Arts Commons 
is home to six distinct performance venues.
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Have your family’s story 
featured in our newsletters 
and receive a complimentary 
photoshoot!

Email EC@great-news.ca to have your fam-
ily featured in the next edition.

summer 
safety

Happy August, everyone!

With summer in full swing we hope you have been en-
joying long days, warm sun and family holidays! If you 
are planning to hit the road with your pet here are a few 
simple tips to make the holidays run smoother. 

1. Never, ever, leave an animal in a car. Hot cars are 
dangerous for pets and people alike. On summer 
days, the temperature inside a parked vehicle begins 
to climb immediately and can reach dangerous levels 
in as little as 10-15 minutes. Even a few moments in a 
hot car can lead to heat stroke and even death. Crack-
ing the windows or leaving water in the car is not 
enough to keep the heat manageable. If you know 
you will be stopping leave your pet at home or bring 
someone else along who can take your pet for a walk 
in the shade while you pick up what you need.

2. Watch out for Fido at the BBQ! As with your kitchen 
at home, if you are cooking or carrying hot foods it 
pays to keep your pets out from under foot. In the 
case of social gatherings, ask your guests not to share 
food with your pets and to pick up any food that is 
dropped. Rich summer foods like ice cream, ham-
burgers, hotdogs and chips can cause digestive upset 
or even problems like pancreatitis in some pets. 

3. Think safety when it comes to social situations! 
Just like people not all pets are keen to be friends. 
When out for a walk, keep your dog on a leash and un-
der control at all times. Avoid letting your dog greet 
other dogs without first asking the owner. When at 
a location like a dog park, pay attention to the body 
language of your dog and any other dogs in the area 
to watch for signs of stress or conflict. Unsure about 
what to look for? Check out our free animal training 
resources at www.calgaryhumane.ca.

4. Travelling? Plan ahead! Summer road trips can be 
fun for both pets and people, but they do require 
some advance planning. Before hitting the road, visit 
your vet to update any necessary vaccines or health 
certificates and ensure your pet’s microchip/tattoo in-

formation in up to date. Load your pet’s information, 
including a photo or two onto your smart phone just 
in case your pet gets lost. When you are packing in-
clude extra food and medication for your pet in case 
you are delayed in getting home. Finally, the safest 
place for your pet in a vehicle will be in a crate or re-
strained by a seatbelt harness. Bringing your pet’s bed 
or some favorite toys will provide comfort for the ride.

Do you have more questions about summer safety and 
your pet? Curious about some behaviour you saw at 
the dog park? Want to find out more about adopting 
a new family member? Check out our website at www.
calgaryhumane.ca for information and resources!

community preparedness
Building Safe Communities Program
As Calgarians we know that emergencies can affect our 
communities at any point. Many emergencies may not 
be preventable but we can minimize the risk by being 
prepared. Here is a list of ways you and your neighbours 
can be prepared.    

1. Know your neighbours
If an emergency does arise, if you know your neigh-
bours you can readily identify neighbours who may 
have special needs, mobility or those who need ad-
ditional assistance in an event of emergency.

2. Know the potential risks and hazards in your 
community 
The more residents are aware of areas in their com-
munity that are potential risks, the better prepared a 
community can be. Be proactive!

3. Know the evacuation routes
Knowing how to get of your neighbourhood can 
reduce traffic congestion and allow for emergency 
personal easy access.

Emergency numbers, Calgary and area:
•	Ambulance, Fire, Police, Hazardous Materials Spills: 

9-1-1
•	Gas Emergency – ATCO Gas: 403-245-7222
•	Electrical Emergency - ENMAX Power: 403-514-6100
•	All other City services: 3-1-1
•	Poison & Drug Information Service: 1-800-332-1414
•	Calgary Emergency Management Agency 3-1-1: 

calgary.ca/cema

SAfe & SoUnd

backyard fire safety tips 
from your calgary fire 
department
Enjoying a recreational fire in your backyard can be a 
great way to spend a summers evening. Here are some 
Safety and bylaw considerations for you.

•	Always confirm that a Fire Ban is not in effect before 
starting a fire for recreational purposes.
•	Fires may only be burned in fire pits between 10 a.m. 

and 1 a.m.

Rules for Fire Pits:
1. Backyard fire pits should be built into the ground,  
 on brick or stone, or in a fire-proof container. Porta- 
 ble fire pits may be used on a deck as long as they  
 sit on brick or stone, and not directly on your  
 wooden deck. Always refer to the Fire pit manufac- 
 turer for approved fir pit locations.
2. Fire pits must be at least two metres away from  
 your property line, house, garage, or fence.
3. Fire pits must NOT be under any trees, branches, 
 plants or other materials that can catch fire.
4. All fires in your fire pit must be kept to a reasonable  
 size; 1 metre high and wide. 
5. A mesh screen or “spark guard” is now required in 
 order to reduce the spread of embers. The open- 
 ings of the mesh must not be greater than 1.24 cm. 
6. Only burn clean, dry firewood. 
7. Do Not Burn:

•	Wood that is painted, treated or contains glue or 
resin
•	Wet or green/fresh cut wood
•	Yard waste (cut grass or leaves)
•	Garbage
•	Rubber or plastic
•	Furniture

8. Always have a way to extinguish the fire in the  
 event of an emergency. Easy options are having  
 your watering hose or a bucket of water nearby.
9. All fires in your fire pit must never be left unattended.
10. Aside from safety considerations, not following  
 these rules can lead to fines of $500, $1000 or 
 even $5000.

For more information go to Calgary.ca/fire.
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For business classified ad rates call Great News Publishing 
at  403-263-3044 or sales@great-news.ca

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Clinicair is the lead-
ing provider of Indoor Air Quality and Medical Grade 
Duct Cleaning services in Canada. We are looking for 
a dealer in Calgary to represent our growing company. 
We offer a royalty free business. Clinicair supplies you 
with the latest technology, and training. Call Craig: 
1-416-277-6067.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no cost mediation and con-
flict coaching service that can help you resolve problems 
and restore peace! We help neighbours be neighbours 
again! www.communitymediation.ca, 403-269-2707.

YARD BUSTERS LANDSCAPING: Snow removal 
$129.95. Some conditions. Landscape construction 
and yard renovation: stone patios, walks, raised beds 
and rock walls, synthetic grass, sod and trees and 
shrubs, landscape lighting, water features and decks 
and fences and superhero window cleaning. Licensed. 
Insured. Seniors discount. Phone: 403-265-4769. 
yardbusterslandscaping.com.

THE GUTTER DOCTOR! We install, fix and clean eaves-
troughs and downspouts. We also install and fix fascia, 
soffit, drip-edge, siding, roofing, cladding. Over 20,000 
happy customers since 2003! Insured and guaranteed 
work with references. We take pride in doing a good job. 
A+ rated BBB Member. 2017 Consumer’s Choice Award 
Winner. www.gutterdoctor.ca 403-714-0711.

K2 BOOKKEEPING: Are you too busy to keep up with 
your bookkeeping? Experienced bookkeeper now ac-
cepting new clients. Specializing in small to medium 
sized business. Twelve years of experience with Quick-
Books and Simply Accounting, GST, Payroll, WCB Filing, T4 
Filing, and competitive rates. Phone Katie 403-870-0737. 

Before I get into this month’s newsletter I wanted to make 
sure you received an invitation to my annual BBQ on Septem-
ber 10th – which will be held at Sunalta Hall (1627 10 Ave SW). 

We’ll be there from 11 am to 1 pm, flipping burgers and 
saying hello to our neighbours. If you’re interested we also 
have an RSVP page online on my website at www.KentHeh-
rMP.ca which will give us a heads up if you’re attending so 
my team can plan on how many burgers to prepare.

WHAT: MP Kent Hehr’s Summer BBQ
WHERE: Sunalta Hall – 1627—10 Ave SW
WHEN: 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Next, I wanted to talk for a moment today on the subject of 
infrastructure investment. Our government is committed 
to investing in flood mitigation, affordable housing, public 
transportation, and places where communities come to-
gether (like community centres or hockey rinks). We were 
elected on a commitment to invest in infrastructure and 
these long-term economic generators for communities.

Just as one example, Infrastructure Canada funding to Al-
berta has received more funds for projects in the last year 
and a half (a total of $4.3 billion). This is larger than the last 
five years combined.

You can see all of the projects invested in by Infrastruc-
ture Canada online here: http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/ 
map-carte/ab-eng.html 

By investing in green infrastructure, we get people home to 
their families faster, cleaner communities, and more inclu-
sive, affordable cities.

And by investing in affordable housing we can begin to 
take on the issue of homelessness and poverty – a conver-
sation that the federal government has been noticeable 
absent in the last ten years. 

With our new National Housing Strategy, the $11.2 billion 
highlighted in Budget 2017, and the important work we are 
doing to cut homelessness in half, and take 500,000 fami-
lies out of housing need, we are well on our way to creating 
more inclusive communities.

As always, you can contact my office by email at kent.hehr@
parl.gc.ca or by phone at 403-244-1880. My office is located 
at 950 6 Ave SW and my door is always open to you. You 
can follow my work in Parliament online and sign up for my 
e-newsletter at www.KentHehrMP.ca.

mp calgary centre

hon. kent hehr 
950 6 Ave SW Calgary, Alberta t2P 1e4

 kent.hehr@parl.gc.ca 
 403-244-1880 
 www.KentHehrMP.ca

YoUR CItY of CALGARY

Community service is what it’s all about when it 
comes to the annual City-Wide Food Drive. On 
Saturday, September 16, some 7,000 volunteers of 
all ages and backgrounds will spread across the city 
collecting non-perishable food donations in support 
of the Calgary Food Bank. 

For the Clark and Anderson families, three genera-
tions of family members will be getting in on the 
act again this year. Brent and Judy Clark have volun-
teered for the City-Wide Food Drive for the past 10 
years. “We’ve gone with our grandchildren a couple 
of times, and it was great!” says Judy. “We drove, and 
they ran and collected the bags. Sometimes folks 
were so generous, it took three kids to collect the 
bags from a single house, and that really impressed 
the kids! It was a joy to establish a family tradition 
with them of helping our communities.” 

The Clark’s 8-year-old grandson, Erik Anderson, says, 
“I think about how people will like all the good food, 
and how they’d be happy to see all the kinds of 
foods!” 

Big sister Lauryn adds, “Everyone collects so much food, and 
then we fill semi-trucks full of food, and it really adds up. It 
must make such a difference.” 

Now in its 13th year, the City-Wide Food Drive is an easy and 
convenient way for you to help fill the shelves at the Food 
Bank as seasonal need for food hampers increases. 

Starting the week of September 11, you’ll see volunteers 
drop off donation bags on doorsteps across the city. Dur-
ing that week, these bags can be filled with non-perishable 
food items, and on Saturday, September 16, those same 
volunteers will travel back through their neighborhoods 
to collect the bags. They won’t ring your doorbell or dis-
turb you, but will happily collect the filled donation bags 
from your doorstep, and take them to a central drop-off for 
transport to the Calgary Food Bank.

This year’s City-Wide Food Drive target is to collect a half 
million pounds of food in one day! It’s a lofty goal, but 
Calgarians are known for their good and generous hearts, 
especially during tough times. When it comes to neighbor 
helping neighbor, the City-Wide Food Drive really is a com-
munity affair!

calgary’s largest one day food 
drive - it’s a community affair
calgary’s largest one day food 
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Downtown Economic Summit
The downtown has long been Calgary’s economic en-
gine. Across the city, businesses and households de-
pend on the success of our downtown. When the econ-
omy of our downtown falters, the financial impacts are 
felt throughout Calgary.

Until recently, the centre city generated 40% of Cal-
gary’s non-residential tax revenue and 25% of city-wide 
employment. Today, nearly 30% of downtown office 
space sits empty, and the situation is expected to wors-
en when construction wraps up on several new office 
towers. 

Between 2016 and 2018, it is estimated that $7.5 billion 
in the assessed value of downtown office space will be 
wiped out. The dramatic change in the downtown econ-
omy has knock-on impacts to all Calgarians, not only in 
a transfer of taxes to businesses outside the core, but 
also a steep reduction in transit and parking revenues. 

To help mitigate the tax shift, Council supported $45 
million in one-time city-wide tax relief for businesses 
and set a 0% residential property tax increase in 2017. 
While these are important measures to provide short-
term assistance, we need long-term solutions to ad-
dress the root cause of Calgary’s challenges – a strug-
gling downtown economy.

Councillor Woolley and I, with guidance from Calgary 
Economic Development, initiated a Downtown Eco-
nomic Summit in early 2017. The Summit brought to-
gether some of the most creative problem-solvers in 
Calgary to generate ideas for a more resilient, resource-
ful, and diversified downtown. We learned from the ex-
periences of other cities, like Denver and Pittsburgh, on 
ways to recover from structural recessions. 

Calgary Economic Development presented the out-
comes of the Summit to Council in June, with informa-
tion on current economic and real estate challenges, as 
well as ways to move forward. They showed how the 
global economy is fundamentally shifting, which has 
a major impact on the downtown’s reliance on a single 
industry. 

The report recommended ways to attract new indus-
tries and businesses, promote more residential density 

in the core, encourage post-secondary institutions to 
locate downtown, and improve infrastructure to attract 
private investment.

To help bring these recommendations to life, Council 
approved $10 million as a pilot from The City’s reserves 
to create the Downtown Economic Investment Fund. 
This money will help The City respond quickly to innova-
tive ideas, encourage and leverage private investment 
through strategic partnerships, invest in infrastructure, 
and work toward revitalising our core.

Not all is doom and gloom! The Conference Board of 
Canada estimates that Calgary’s economy will grow by 
2.3% in 2017, with 19,000 new jobs added by 2018. This 
is encouraging and means The City’s investment can go 
even further to help improve our economy and get Cal-
garians back to work.

To sign up for updates on key community and Ward 7 
issues, please visit www.DruhFarrell.ca.

FYI - Great News Publishing 
Chooses to Forge Ahead During 

All Economic Downturns.  

If You Feel the Same Let’s Talk.  

403-263-3044

Letter  to
the editor

Dear Great News Publishing,

Please DO NOT run my ad next 

month. My ad has been WAY TOO 

EFFECTIVE. My phone won’t stop 

ringing with people saying they 

saw my ad in the newsletter. 

Now I need to hire more people 

to keep up with all my new 

customers! I’m amazed at how well 

this worked!

Thanks for all your help,

Sincerely,
Laura
Owner of Buds and Blooms

Contact us today to find out how 
you can make this customer’s 

experience your reality!

403-263-3044
sales@great-news.ca

*Actual customer experience.

“The Hoffman Process helped me enormously. 
It was pivotal, enlightening and life-changing”
Brett Wilson - Dragon’s Den judge, philanthropist and Hoffman Grad. 

The Hoffman Process helps remove the barriers that are holding 
you back from being the best version of yourself.

Make peace with your past 
Release from negative behaviors

Emotionally heal and forgive
Discover your authentic self

Email shift@hoffmaninstitute.ca to get more 
information on the Hoffman Process in Canada and 

receive a “free” book on how to live a happier life.
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